
A Parent’s 
Guide to SPaG



Today’s 0bjectives

From the parent survey areas to prioritise are; 

➢To understand the National Expectations of SPaG
(Spelling, punctuation and grammar) 

➢To gain an understanding of how to support your child 
with SPaG at home. 



“Grammar to a writer is to
a mountaineer a good pair
of hiking boots or, more
precisely, to a deep-sea
diver an oxygen tank.”

What is SPaG?
It stands for S (spelling), P (punctuation) and G (grammar)

It is also known as GPS (Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling) 

There are national SPaG tests at the end of both Key Stages, however 
KS1 is optional.

VCOP
(Vocabulary, 
Connectives, 
Openers and 
Punctuation)



Longwick’s
Successes 

In Year 1 last year 
100% passed the 
phonics test which put 
us in the top 3% of 
schools nationally!

We are providing 
phonics training for 
other educational 
establishments!

At the end of KS2 89% of 
children achieved the expected 
standard in SPaG, compared to 
77% nationally. 

43% reached the higher 
standard, compared to 31% 
nationally. 

The average point score was 
107 which again is above 
national. 



Spellings



The National Curriculum has devised a set of word 
lists/common exception words that children are 
expected to know how to read and spell by the end of 
the speficied period. 

Spellings
These words tend to be words that children would be unable to phonetically
sound out, therefore they are words that need to be learnt.  

These words are included in the children’s spelling list. 

Spelling Appendix 
Spellings are tested separately as well. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/239784/English_Appendix_1_-_Spelling.pdf


Expectations by 
year group



Year 1 and 2 
Common 
Exception 
Words



Year 3 and 4 
Word List



Year 5 and 6 
Word List



Spellings at 
home

Word Search 

Create your own word searches using your spelling words

Shaving Cream Practice: 

An easy way to clean those dirty tables is to finger paint on them with shaving 

cream. Squirt some on the table (with your parent’s permission and 

supervision!) and then practice spelling your words by writing them with your 

finger in the shaving cream. 

Scrabble Spelling: 

Find the letters you need to spell you words and then mix them up in the 

bag. Get your parents to time you unscrambling your letters. For extra 

maths practice you could find out the value of each of you words. 

Spellings at Home

http://puzzlemaker.discoveryeducation.com/WordSearchSetupForm.asp
http://www.longwick.bucks.sch.uk/literacy/


Punctuation and 
Grammar



Vocabulary, 
Grammar and 
Punctuation 

In the National Curriculum for Literacy  there are 
sections on vocabulary, grammar and punctuation. 

National Curriculum for Literacy

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-english-programmes-of-study/national-curriculum-in-england-english-programmes-of-study


Expectations by 
year group



Year 1

○Words

○Letters vs. Capitals

○Punctuation

○Full Stops

○Exclamation Marks

○Singular vs. Plural

○Sentences



Year 2

○Nouns

○Adjectives

○Verbs

○Tense

○Progressive

○Adverbs

○Noun Phrases

○Statements

○Questions

○Exclamations

○Commands

○Suffixes

○Apostrophes

○Commas

○Compound Sentences



Year 3

○Consonants vs. Vowels

○Word Families

○Clauses

○Conjunctions

○Prefixes

○Perfect

○Prepositions

○Inverted Commas



Year 4

○Articles

○Adverbials

○Determiners

○Pronouns

○Possessive Pronouns



Year 5

○Ambiguity

○Auxiliary Verbs

○Modal Verbs

○Brackets

○Cohesion

○Relative Clauses

○Dashes

○Parenthesis



Year 6

○Active and Passive Voice

○Synonyms and Antonyms

○Subject vs. Object

○Ellipsis

○Semicolons

○Colons

○Bullet Points

○Hyphens



Punctuation 
and Grammar at 
home.

○Try to use the correct terminology wherever 
possible. 

○Don’t rush through year groups- master it 
first. 

○Use the grammar guide.

○Creativity and enjoyment for writing are 
extremely important! 



A parents 
guide to 

Grammar
Please refer to the website for more 

information



The Importance 
of Punctuation 

Woman without her man is nothing

Woman: without her, man is nothing.

Woman, without her man, is nothing.

Can you punctuate this sentence?

Woman without her man is nothing.



Verbs



Verbs

Key Stage 1

Key Stage 2



Answers



Adverbs



Sample 
Questions

Key Stage 1

Key Stage 2



Answers



Progressive 
Tense



Progressive 
Tense

Key Stage 2

Key Stage 1



Answers



Support on our 
website

○ The Grammar Guide for parents

○ The National Curriculum for 
Literacy

○ The National Curriculums SPaG 
glossary (includes all spelling rules 
for each year group) 

○ How to support spelling at 
home presentation 

○ Exciting ways to practise 
spellings at home

○ Punctuation poster map

https://longwick-church-of-england-combined-school.secure-primarysite.net/literacy/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-english-programmes-of-study/national-curriculum-in-england-english-programmes-of-study
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/244216/English_Glossary.pdf
https://longwick-church-of-england-combined-school.secure-primarysite.net/literacy/
https://longwick-church-of-england-combined-school.secure-primarysite.net/literacy/
https://longwick-church-of-england-combined-school.secure-primarysite.net/literacy/


Thanks!
Any questions?


